
From the President
It’s time to write my last letter as President of WCBA. What an honor it has been 
to lead this wonderful organization, made up of so many good people. I’ve learned 
a lot in these past few years, and been privileged to get to know some of you 
through our club. Although I’m leaving the position of president and the many 
responsibilities that it entails, I’m looking forward to continuing old friendships 
and building new ones through the beekeeping community.
I often hear old-timers say that beekeeping is much harder than it used to be, 
with all the challenges of disease and habitat loss. Now that I’m getting to be an 
old-time beekeeper myself, I can see the pattern. Already this year we’ve been 
seeing big losses, even though it was such a great honey year and even where folks 
have treated diligently for mites. I’m sad for all of those good beekeepers who have 
done everything right and still lost their bees. What could be going on? I’ve heard 
some theories about viruses transmitted from weak hives to strong ones. Perhaps 
we should target the viruses themselves, as well as the mites that carry them. How 
can we best do that? I don’t have the answer, but I’m looking forward to hearing 
the latest advice from expert speakers at our upcoming meetings.
I would like to extend my congratulations to our new President, Barbara 
MacPhee. I’ve known Barb for years but I just recently learned that she was the 
first female member of the WCBA! She knows the club inside and out and is truly 
dedicated to the best interests of this organization. Congratulations also to our 
new Vice President Doug Partridge, to our new Secretary Paulette White, and to 
Phil Gaudette who is continuing on as Treasurer. Two new Directors are joining 
the Board as well: Cindy Lenault and Dave Notaro. We are grateful for your offer 
of time and effort on behalf of the WCBA.
Spring will be here before we know it, and that means it’s time to prepare for Bee 
School. Online registration went live on January 1 and we already have nearly 100 
people signed up. Welcome and congratulations to our new Bee School Director  
for 2020, Anne Lenault. She will need help! If you can volunteer some time, 
please let Anne know. For those who are thinking of attending—don’t forget, if 
you have already paid twice for Bee School then you can come again for free any 
time. You don’t need to register, just drop in. We are fortunate to have the Grafton 
High School auditorium again this year which has room for all.
And with that, I am out of room—and out of time! 
All my best to you and your bees—Kathy
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REGISTER NOW!

2020 WCBA BEE SCHOOL   

Beginning Thursday, March 5, the 

WCBA Bee School has something 

for all beekeepers—new and  

experienced. Join us and expand your  

knowledge of beekeeping through 

lectures and hands-on activities.

Class fills up fast so register now  

to secure your seat.

See page 7 or visit our website: 

worcestercountybeekeepers.com
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WCBA BOARD OF DIRECTORS |  2020

PRESIDENT 
 Barbara MacPhee  (508) 829-4556 

VICE PRESIDENT 
 Doug Partridge (508) 951-3353 

SECRETARY 
 Paulette White  (509) 248-7595

TREASURER 
 Phil Gaudette  (508) 826-5599

DIRECTORS
 Richard Callahan  (508) 332-9776 
 John Hedly (508) 202-8340
 Cindy Lenault (508) 981-4445
 Norman Mercier  (508) 987-0947 
 Dave Notaro (978) 833-3051
 Kevin Rudat  (508) 277-8852

BEE SCHOOL DIRECTOR
 Anne Lenault (508) 981-4445

PROGRAM DIRECTOR
 Kenneth Warchol  (508) 234-6833

MBA DELEGATE 
 Richard Callahan  (508) 332-9776 
 Mary Duane  (508) 335-0433 
 Phil Gaudette  (508) 826-5599
 Evelyn Schraft (401) 573-9480
 Michael Schraft (401) 573-9480

MEMBERSHIP 
 Angela Hogue  (508) 277-5949

LIBRARY COMMITTEE 
 John Hedly (508) 202-8340

LEGISLATIVE DIRECTOR 
 Richard Callahan  (508) 332-9776

PUBLICATIONS
 Charice Kalis  (508) 764-1557

Feel free to contact any of the above directors  
or committee chairs with questions relating to 
the Worcester County Beekeepers’ Association 
or beekeeping in general.

TIPS FROM THE BEE INSPECTOR

This past season was the best honey producing season in 20 years for me. The 
nectar flow started in early May and remained steady through September 28th 
when I knew it was over when all the honeybees were trying to get into my honey  
house to take back all their reserves. I had to keep taking off full honey supers, 
extracting them, and putting them back on my hives to keep the bees from honey  
bounding my brood chambers. It was a challenge for my wife and me to keep up— 
lugging medium supers with 35-40 pounds of honey to the truck from the hives, 
then into the honey house. Tons of work all spring, summer and fall! We finally 
finished extracting in mid-November. Do not get me wrong, I am not complaining  
for the banner year. The beekeepers I talked to all sharing my joyful sentiments.

The bees fared well health-wise, as long as we kept our mite numbers down 
throughout the long season. Mite numbers were not bad but really built up 
toward the end of the season. I treated my colonies with miteaway on August 21 
and noticed high counts by the beginning of October so took action early fall to 
counter the numbers as a few were already being affected with uncapped white 
dead pupa. I noticed a large portion of my hives stopped brood-rearing like last 
year by October 15 with no eggs or new larva. Many members called me concerned  
they were queenless, but it was not the case, it was a repeat of last year. Is it to 
combat the large mite populations going into the fall or some other reason? 

The bees usually continue with brood rearing to mid-November in years past. 
Therefore, I predict December brood rearing startup like last year—so be prepared  
for earlier feeding of sugar and pollen patties as they will consume stores much 
earlier, especially near the brood. Do not let your hive starve while covering brood  
without nearby honey stores like many of us experienced last winter. I advise 
checking on food stores in late December rather then waiting until January. Keep 
in mind that they need honey, not just for brood rearing, but to keep the brood 
at 93 degrees, contributing to tremendous consumption. I always have a guilty 
conscience when I lose a hive from starvation. The bees need you now more  
than ever. They did their part, now it is our turn to help them.

What else is there to be done through the long cold winter? It is natural for the 
older bees to fall to the bottom board when they die and this often clogs up  
the hive entrance. Every few weeks, use a coat hanger wire to scoop out the dead 
bees. This allows for the airflow and ventilation the bees need. Checking  
underneath the inner cover for moisture and black mold will tell you if you need 
to increase ventilation to get the moisture out. Moisture dripping down on the 
bees in winter is like a refrigerator effect and can kill bees and brood. 

continued on page 6 

Ken’s Sugar Patty Tips

Take sugar and water and mix it  into a paste consistency and make a meatball and then 

flatten it on waxpaper into an 8 inch patty about ¼ inch thick so the bees can warm it up 

easily. Place it on the frames overlapping the bee cluster by an inch overlap. If you trapped 

fresh pollen, press it into the sugar patty and the bees will thank you. If any questions then 

contact me at 508-680-3440 or KenWarchol2@msn.com
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Friday | February 7 | Speaker Series (No Supper)
Knights of Columbus Hall, Manville Road, Leicester, MA, 7:00 PM 
SPEAKER: MIKE PALMER
TOPIC: Managing Your Colonies Throughout the Seasons
We have the pleasure of welcoming world renowned beekeeper, Mike Palmer, to our February meeting. 
Mike will share some secrets of his success managing 800 colonies in St. Albans, VT. Known for his hardy 
nucs and queens, Mike speaks all over the world. We will forgo a chef supper to allow plenty of time for 
his talk and a Q&A session. I encourage everyone to attend.

Saturday | March 7 | All Day Conference (see pg 5)
Knights of Columbus Hall, Manville Road, Leicester, MA, 9:00 AM – 3:30 PM

The WCBA brings in the top speakers in the country to advance your knowledge in beekeeping so we 
can all be better beekeepers. WCBA members are encouraged to attend this free conference and we 
invite members from other organizations to attend. This event is FREE for members, non-members pay 
$10 or may join the WCBA for $12. Lunch will be provided for $12 (see form on page 4). 

Friday | April 3 | Chef Supper
Knights of Columbus Hall, Manville Road, Leicester, MA, 6:30 PM 
A-I —Vegetable / Side J-R — Dessert S-Z — Main Course

SPEAKER: TBD

Bring a dish big enough to serve 10, based on the first letter of your last name.  
Please remember to bring your own tableware. 

meetings
WCBA

events&

Directions to the Leicester Knights of Columbus
Monthly Meetings and many of the Special Events of the WCBA are held at the Knights of Columbus Hall, Manville 
Street, in Leicester, Massachusetts.

From Webster Square in Worcester: Follow Route 9 West into Leicester. Two miles from the town line turn right onto 
Manville Street, just after Entwhistle’s Garage. Entrance to the Knights of Columbus is 1/2 mile up on your left.

From the Spencer or Leicester area: Follow Route 9 East. Turn left onto Manville Street, just before Entwhistle’s Garage. 
Entrance to the Knights of Columbus is 1/2 mile up on your left.
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SATURDAY, MARCH 2 | All Day Conference–Lunch Reservation

Lunch menu: assorted cold-cuts, cheese, bread, rolls & condiments, salad, potato salad, cookies (drinks not included)

$12.00 per person for lunch x  ________  Lunches Needed TOTAL ENCLOSED = $ _____________________

NAME ____________________________________________________________________________________________

STREET  __________________________________________________________________________________________

CITY, STATE ZIP  __________________________________________________________________________________

PHONE  __________________________________________________________________________________________

Your lunch reservation payment should be received by February 22. Make checks payable to WCBA and mail with form to:  
WCBA, P.O. Box 415, Northborough, MA 01532

STAR MENTOR AWARDS
DID YOU HAVE AN AMAZING MENTOR?
If you are a mentee who has had a valuable mentor that has helped you throughout the  

season then you should write up a recommendation of several paragraphs recommending  

them for a star mentor award presented at a monthly meeting. They deserve it. Email 

your recommendation to Dave Lewcon at lewcon@charter.net and we will have you 

present the award to your mentor at an upcoming WCBA meeting. 

IN THE KNOW:  
Honey Bee Swarm Collection & Colony Removal
Honeybee swarms are a natural process where the bees divide their colony  

and half of them leave home along with their queen, to start a new hive.  

Before finding a new space, they may linger in a temporary spot for a while.  

If you see a honey bee swarm, keep your distance, don’t panic (they are  

normally fairly gentle ) and call a beekeeper to come and get them. 

A list of Worcester County Beekeepers who are on call to collect swarms  

can be found on our website.

Sometimes a swarm will decide to take up permanent residence inside a  

structure such as in the walls of a house. If you are in need of someone to  

remove a colony and the associated honeycomb from a structure, a list of 

people available to help can also be found on our website.

The WCBA  
has several  

extractors available  
for rent to our members.  

See our website  
for details.
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Saturday | March 7 | All Day Conference
SPEAKERS: 

DR. JUDY CHEN, Chief Virologist for the USDA

DR. JENNIFER TSURUDA, University of Tennessee, Knoxville

AGENDA & TOPICS: 

8:00–9:00  Free Coffee, Danish & Bee talk

9:00  WCBA President’s Welcome—Barb MacPhee

9:15–10:30  DR. JUDY CHEN (see bio sidebar to the right) 
An Overview of Honey Bee Diseases: Challenges and Solutions

  Dr. Chen will focus on the bee diseases including, the interrelation-
ship of honeybees, varroa mites & bee viruses and the vectoring 
process & spread and the challenges & solutions as she sees them.

10:30–12:00  DR. JENNIFER TSURUDA (see bio sidebar to the right) 
Foraging Behavior and Associations with Reproductive Physiology

  Dr. Tsuruda will help us better understand the how, what, when and 
where of bee foraging which will help us better understand the pro-
cesses and choices bees make in their foraging behavior which we can 
then use to help bees with our plant choices and hive placement.

12:00-1:00 Lunch (Register for lunch using the form on page 4, or bring your own)

1:00–2:15   DR. JUDY CHEN 
The Association Between the Parasitic Mite Varroa Destructor and 
the Deformed Wing Virus Causes Deadly Disease in Honey Bees

  Dr. Chen will focus in on the interrelationship of the varroa mite and 
the deformed wing virus that she discovered in her newest research 
and published paper with Jay Evans, which I found fascinating, about  
4 mutations of deformed wing virus. 

2:15–3:30   DR. JENNIFER TSURUDA 
Creating a Pollinator Paradise for Honey Bees

  Dr. Tsuruda will follow up on her first talk and present a plan to  
develop a pollinator paradise where bees can acquire a good balance 
of nectar and pollen to fulfill their nutritional needs. Whether it bee 
in your own yard, surrounding meadows and fields, along roadsides 
and medians or in entire communities, she will give us a game plan 
backed by her expertise and research.

3:30  Closing and Raffle

Meet our Guest Speakers: 
Dr. Yanping (Judy) Chen is a Research 
Scientist at the USDA Bee Research Lab 
(BRL) in Beltsville, MD. Judy received her  
B.A. from Hunan Agriculture Univ., P.R. China,  
her M.S. from Brigham Young Univ., and 
her Ph.D. from Texas A&M Univ. After 
completing her postdoctoral research at 
the Univ. of Maryland Medical School, 
National Institutes of Health, USDA-ARS  
Insect Biocontrol Laboratory, she joined the  
USDA BRL in 2002. Her current research 
includes investigation of the epidemiology,  
transmission and pathogenesis of honey bee  
viruses and the microsporidian Nosema,  
development of in vivo and in vitro systems  
for honey bee virus and Nosema propa-
gation, identification of new emerging 
viruses in honeybees, characterization of the  
genomic structures of viruses and Nosema,  
and development of novel therapeutics 
for the treatment of honey bee diseases.

Dr. Jennifer Tsuruda joined the Univ. of 
Tennessee’s Department of Entomology 
and Plant Pathology in Feb. 2019 as an 
Asst. Professor and Apiculture Extension 
Specialist, with interests in bee health 
and management. Prior to joining UT, she 
was the Apiculture Specialist at Clemson 
Univ., a postdoctoral researcher at Purdue 
Univ. in Dr. Greg Hunt’s lab, and received 
her Ph.D. at UC Davis under the advisement  
of Dr. Robert Page. She has worked on 
associations between foraging behavior, 
sensory responsiveness, and reproductive  
physiology in honey bees, as well as breeding  
for and genetically mapping behavioral 
resistance against parasitic Varroa mites. 
In her current position at UT, Jennifer 
supports the beekeeping industry through 
the Master Beekeeping Program, field 
days  and other Extension programming 
for stakeholders and agents, while also 
researching ways to improve honey bee 
health through beekeeper management 
decisions and foraging resources.
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MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL | Deadline is December 31, 2019 for 2020 membership

Dues are $15 annually. Mail this form in or renew at any of the club functions or meetings.

NAME (please print) __________________________________________________________________________________

STREET  __________________________________________________________________________________________  

CITY, STATE ZIP  __________________________________________________________________________________

PHONE  __________________________________________________________________________________________

EMAIL  ___________________________________________________________________________________________

Please make your check out to WCBA and mail with form to: WCBA, P.O. Box 415, Northborough, MA 01532

continued from page 2

Some leave their screen bottom board open for the winter. 
(I recommend closing the screen). Otherwise it can act like 
a wind tunnel breaking up the cluster, we saw this at one of 
the sites in the USDA study that I was involved in. If you are 
in a very windy area you may want to put up a barrier of hay 
bales around your hive. And after a snow storm, especially 
heavy wet snow, clear the snow from the entrance opening 
to maintain ventilation. If you are still finding moisture try 
placing popsicle sticks the four corners of the rim of the top 
super under the inner cover. Make sure your hive is tipped 
forward 1 inch and the cutout of your inner facing down for 
the winter. Also, watch for melting snow during the day that 
may freeze at night blocking your entrance. 

If you see bees coming up through the hole in the inner 
cover during very cold days when they should be in a tight 
cluster, it could mean they are out of stores near the brood 
and are looking for food. If that is the case, you should put a 
sugar patty 1/4 inch thick on wax paper and place it on the 
frames overlapping the cluster by 3 inches. Do not cover the 
cluster totally nor the hole in the inner cover, impeding ven-
tilation. A pollen patty can also be placed on the other side 
of the cluster in case they cannot access their stored pollen 
below (otherwise they may cease brood rearing). I trap pollen 
during the season press it into my sugar patties. In several 
tests I have done, I find that they go for the real stuff and 
leave the pollen patty alone. I find earlier brood rearing as a 
result, but also earlier swarming. I shouldn’t be giving away 
all my secrets—oh well! 

Even with all that, you still need to say your prayers and keep 
your fingers crossed and hope that your colony didn’t partake 

in late fall robbing bringing back viruses or virus vectoring 
mites that will spread slowly but surely through the long winter  
months only to disappoint you when you open your inner 
cover in March to find a dead hive or a tiny softball cluster. I 
discovered this last season and it was such a disappointment, 
but do not blame yourself for this, as it is out of your control. 
We need to get everyone on board with better management. 

In order to help address this issue, I am bringing in Dr. Judy  
Chen, the chief virologist at the Federal Beltsville Bee Lab 
to speak at our March 7th meeting. I have asked her to break 
down for us the interaction between the bees, mites, bee 
viruses and the vectoring process and the intricate ways it 
takes down our colonies. This is something we all need to 
better understand in order to help our bees. In her second 
talk she will fill us in on her newest published study on the 
association of the parasitic mite Varroa Destructor and the 
Deformed Wing Virus that causes deadly disease in honey 
bees. Dr. Jen Tsuruda of the University of Tennessee will 
also be speaking on her study of bee foraging behavior. I 
encourage all beekeepers to attend this meeting in order to 
better understand what we can do to improve things for our 
bees. See page 5 for details. All clubs are invited. The topics 
are tailored to help us solve pressing problems.

Finally, we can catch up on our reading of bee books in our 
libraries, attend our county meetings for further education and  
build or repair any equipment needed for the spring season which  
will be here before you know it. Until then, happy wintering 
and always feel free to call me with any questions as I have 
an open door: 508-680-3440. I been beekeeping since 1950  

—Happy Wintering, Ken
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The Worcester County Beekeepers Association (WCBA), the oldest county beekeeping  
association in the country, announces its 78th Annual Bee School to begin March 5, 2020.  
The school will run for eight Thursdays from 7:00 - 9:30 PM at Grafton High School.

This school is appropriate for beginner and experienced beekeepers alike. The fee to  
attend the school is $35 per student. Class size is limited. Pre-registration is required  
and must be received by February 29 (registration may end sooner if classes fill up  
before the February 29 deadline.) Register today to guarantee your seat! To register,  
see the registration form below or visit our website worcestercountybeekeepers.com.  
Registration forms can also be downloaded at worcestercountybeekeepers.com.  
Doors open on March 5 at 6:00 PM with classes starting promptly at 7:00 PM. 

The eight-week curriculum includes a variety of interesting lectures, hands-on experiences 
and outdoor workshops. Learn from the experiences of commercial as well as hobbyist  
beekeepers. Topics include Getting Started, Hive Management, Safety Equipment, and  
many others that are important to local beekeeping. 

Honey Bees are renowned for their economic value as pollinators of fruits, vegetables and 
other agricultural crops. As well as being important pollinators, honeybees collect pollen and 
produce royal jelly and propolis—all of which are used as dietary supplements. Honey Bees 
also produce beeswax that can be used for everything from candles to cosmetics.

WCBA is a non-profit organization aimed at educating the public on the Art of Apiculture.

78th ANNUAL WORCESTER COUNTY BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION

2020 BEE SCHOOL REGISTRATION | Pre-register by February 29, 2020

 $35 per student Number of students _____  TOTAL ENCLOSED  $ ______________ DATE PAID ________

NAME ____________________________________________________________________________________________

STREET  __________________________________________________________________________________________

CITY, STATE ZIP  __________________________________________________________________________________

PHONE  ____________________________________  EMAIL _____________________________________________

Years of beekeeping experience (if any)  ___________________________________________________________________

Make checks payable to WCBA and send along with registration form to:   
WCBA Bee School, Attn: Anne Lenault, 180 Parker Ave, Holden, MA 01520

Online Registration: 

worcestercountybeekeepers.com

LOCATION: 

Grafton High School, Grafton, MA

DATES:  

Thursday evenings @ 7:00 PM 

March 5, 2020 – April 23, 2020

FEES:  

$35 per student

INCLUDES:  

WCBA membership through  

December 31, 2020–As a member 

of the WCBA, you are encouraged 

to attend our organized events, 

from indoor educational meetings 

to outdoor hands-on workshops. 

The WCBA is a wonderful resource  

for beekeepers of all levels of 

experience and those simply  

interested in the art of beekeeping.



ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

Worcester County Beekeepers Association
c/o Barb MacPhee
428 Salisbury Stree
Holden, MA 01520

save dateT
H

E

Friday | February 7, 2020
Speaker Series (Leicester Knights of Columbus)

Saturday | March 7, 2020
All Day Meeting (Leicester Knights of Columbus)

Friday | April 3, 2020
Chef Supper (Leicester Knights of Columbus)

Saturday | May 2, 2020
First Outdoor Meeting

The APIARY NEWS is published 

quarterly by the Worcester  

County Beekeepers Association 

for its members. Submissions are 

welcome and should be sent to:

Editor:

Charice Kalis

207 Lebanon Hill Road

Southbridge, MA 01550

cgkalis@verizon.net




