
From the President
Summer will be well along by the time you get this newsletter. I hope your hives 

are doing well, with plenty of healthy workers, a productive queen and good  

food stores. And hopefully some surplus honey for you! It often seems like the 

varroa mites are just as busy as the bees – in my hives, they are taking no rest and 

a midsummer mite treatment is now unfortunately the new normal. We all must 

be watchful if we don’t want to lose our hives to viruses that the varroa carry. Mite 

collapse is a tragic sight and one which can be prevented with good stewardship. 

Although the mites are still busy, at least those pesky gypsy moth caterpillars were 

more scarce this year after all our spring rain. It’s nice to catch a break on one front!

If you were fortunate enough to hear the presentations at our June 1 meeting, you 

got some great advice about summer management techniques from several terrific 

speakers. Many thanks to Dave Lewcon, Doug Partridge and Bill Crawford for 

sharing their knowledge with us. On June 15 the annual Mass Bee Field Day  

provided us with an opportunity to expand our knowledge to new areas such as 

the use of mushrooms as bee medicine. At our July 20 meeting and cookout in 

Princeton we watched Scott Malkasian make a split from his strong hive, and 

learned how to prepare honey for the Spencer Fair competition. This year’s  

smoker contest was hotly contested (ahem), but Roland Sevigny successfully  

defended his title of Champion—congratulations Roland!! I want to thank  

our hosts for graciously allowing us to spend time at their lovely homes.

There are more great outdoor events coming up. On August 17 and September 21  

we will cover Winter Preparations Part 1 and 2. The right management steps at this 

time of year can make all the difference in your hive’s ability to survive the long cold  

months. Then on October 5 we will move indoors for our All Day Speaker Meeting  

which is not to be missed! Please see the program pages of this newsletter for details.

Meanwhile, Labor Day Weekend brings us the annual Spencer Fair Honey Show 

where we educate the public and showcase what we do as beekeepers. Don’t miss 

this chance to enter your honey, hive products, photos and baked goods in the 

competition. We need lots of volunteers to answer bee-related questions and to 

sell honey—it’s a LOT of fun and a great way to get to know your fellow members.  

We will have the sign up sheet at the August meeting, and/or you can contact me 

for more information or to volunteer.

Enjoy the rest of the summer and I hope to see you at an upcoming meeting!

—Kathy
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goods, mead & beer, wax,  

observation hives & more!
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TIPS FROM THE BEE INSPECTOR

Beekeeping Tips Through Summer & Early Fall: by Ken

The spring season started off very rough for the bees. The cold, wet spring  
lasted throughout March, April and well into May. I kept telling everyone to 
feed, feed and feed as the bees were not able to get out very much due to the 
temperatures and rain. Many of us lost hives to starvation due to the long, cold 
spring. Then came the middle of May, and how quickly things in the colonies 
reversed themselves. The weather got warm, the nectar started to flow and has 
not yet stopped. I have colonies with 4 and 5 supers full of honey. I like many 
have a honey super shortage rather than a honey shortage. The pollen was also 
abundant and as a result, the bees multiplied quickly. By the end of May a good 
portion of my bees were trying to get away by swarming. It was a full time job  
to stop them. Three got away. 

Through swarm prevention my hive numbers multiplied quickly. Many of my 
top chambers became honey bound and I had to open up space for the queen  
to lay eggs. Remember, you need to keep 7 frames open for brood rearing in  
order for the colony to maintain strength in numbers. I had a few hives with 
only 1-2 frames open for the queen to lay. You should check for this in your 
colonies. You can either spin out the honey from the brood chamber and keep 
it to feed back in October, or can take out the honey bound frames and freeze 
them until fall, giving the bees instant food going into the winter season.  
Remember—the bees fare much better with honey over the winter than with 
sugar syrup. Either way you choose to approach it, be sure to replace the honey 
bound frames with built out combs for the queen to have instant space to lay. 
Frames of foundation do not allow for this unless they build them out quickly, 
which does not always happen.

Whereas last year we had few swarms, this year it was swarm, swarm, swarm. 
I must have got 30 calls on swarms and new beekeepers asking, “What do I do 
now!” Even downtown Whitinsville had a swarm land on a store front alarming 
many. I came to the rescue and retrieved the large swarm amazing the onlookers.  
The swarms brought lots of queen problems and questions as to whether they 
still had a queen in their hives. It seemed to take longer than usual this year for 
the queens to get mated and therefore, many were putting in new queens only  
to find they were killed because the hive had a developing queen in progress. 
Many early April swarms ended up with drone laying queens due to the cold 
and rainy weather. However, the nectar kept coming filling all those supers.  
I had 23 pounds of nectar come in one day looking at my two hives on scales. 

Here we are in the middle of July and the nectar is still coming, although in 
lesser amounts. My uncapping arm is getting ready! 

Where have the mites been? Well, they are here now in numbers where we  
need to treat both overwintered hives and believe it or not, packages. Do your 
alcohol wash to see where you are in the spectrum. Remember, a hive can 
quickly collapse with heavy mite loads especially under the cappings. 
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STAR MENTOR AWARDS
DID YOU HAVE AN AMAZING MENTOR?

For the third year in a row, we will be recognizing all of our fine mentors that helped out our new  
beekeepers called mentees or newbees. This year, I appointed 71 mentors to help. Many I know  
did outstanding work with their mentees and I have already heard some great stories. 

Did you have a mentor that worked with you this year and helped advance your  
beekeeping skills? Whether I appointed them, or you chose them, I would like you to  
email me a 2-3 paragraph recommendation by August 30th so you can present the  
Star Mentor Award to your mentor at the September meeting. Take this opportunity  
to thank your mentor and say a few words them and your experience as a newbee.

This is a call to all mentees to recognize your mentor. Our mentors carry out an integral  
part of our mission. Even if your mentor has already received this award they will receive  
a second or third year pin to add to their Star Mentor Hat!

Email kenwarchol2@msn.com by August 30th!

If you are seeing uncapped white pupa heads showing then you are behind the eight ball. This is a sign 
of heavy mites. Register for an inspection on the MDAR website if you are not sure and would like 
help examining your mite load. Miteaway gets the mites under the cappings with temperatures from 
the high 70’s to low eighties. Always follow directions on the packages.

August often brings a dearth in nectar flow. If you removed all your honey by extracting, then you need 
to monitor your hive for food stores and pollen so your queen continues to lay. Without either nectar  
or pollen the hive cannot sustain brood rearing and will cut back. This is dangerous going into August,  
September and October as you need your colony to build a strong winter cluster that can produce 
plenty of heat during the cold winter. 

Keep at least eight frames of space for the queen to lay in during those months so that you can have  
an 8 pound cluster going into winter. The AUGUST MEETING is crucial to attend as I will present  
a program on “Preparing your Hive for the Winter Months Part 1.”  The September meeting will  
feature Part 2. This is a must, especially, all you first and second year beekeepers. You will see  
everything demonstrated with hive openings during these meetings. 

While you can never predict what will happen during the season, I hope the fall season follows the 
same pattern as the spring and gives us a banner year. My dad use to say the banner years are those 
where both the spring and the fall release abundant nectar. In his notebook he listed 1958 and 1971  
as one of those years. So just may-beeeee 2019.

Remember three important meetings—AUGUST, SEPTEMBER and especially OCTOBER.

Best in beekeeping, Ken
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Saturday | August 17 | Bill & Karen Robinson
155 Old Upton Road, Grafton, MA, 1:00 PM

SPEAKER: KEN WARCHOL 

TOPICS: Preparing your hives for Winter

Come join us at the beautiful Robinson Farm Homestead where you learn what 

you need to do to get your hive through the winter months and get a recap by Ken 

of the season’s inspections thus far.

We ask all members to bring desserts to the meeting. This meeting is a must for 

all new beekeepers. Hope to see you all there—Ken

Saturday | September 21 | Foppema Farm & Orchard
Foppema’s Farm (formerly Keown Orchards), 10 McClellan Road, Sutton, MA 1:00 PM

KEN WARCHOL & OTHER EXPERIENCED BEEKEEPERS 
Final Preparations for the Winter Months

Ken will open a hive and demonstrate what needs to be done in the beehive to 
prepare it for the long winter months. Food stores and feeding, treatments, brood 
rearing, wrapping and winter care of the hive will be covered. This is a must for new 
beekeepers hoping to overwinter their hives successfully—hope to see you there. 
Please bring protective equipment, folding chairs and sunscreen

Saturday | October 5 | All Day Conference
Knights of Columbus, Leicester, MA, 9:00 AM – 3:30 PM

Twice a year, the WCBA brings in professional apiarists from universities across 
the country to enhance our knowledge in beekeeping based on research they  
have done over the years. This fall we have two outstanding professors, Reed and 
Heather, with presentations that will help us better understand the relationship 
between our bees and the environment around them. I encourage all of our  
members, from the advanced to the first year beekeeper, to attend this all day  
conference. I know that everyone is busy but give your bees some of your time to  
expand your beekeeping skills. God only knows they need it to help them survive. 

meetings
WCBA

events&
DIRECTIONS:  Please visit our website for directions to WCBA meetings.

Important: 
Bring bee veils and  

protective equipment to  
all outdoor meetings.  

We only have  
a dozen or so club  
veils available.

SHOP ON AMAZON?  
WANT TO SUPPORT THE WCBA?

Choose Amazon Smile!  
AmazonSmile is operated by Amazon—

same products, prices, and shopping 

features. When you shop through  

AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile  

Foundation will donate 0.5% of the  

purchase price of eligible products  

to the charitable organization of  

your choice.

Go to smile.amazon.com and  

choose to support the WCBA.
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Both Reed and Heather will make this understandable for all beekeepers. I really 
hope to see you all on October 5th for this outstanding opportunity—Ken

This event is FREE for WCBA members, non-members pay $10 or may join  
the WCBA for $15. Lunch will be provided for an additional $11, but you must 
pre-register (see form on page 7).

SPEAKERS: 

DR. REED JOHNSON 
Ohio State University

DR. HEATHER MATILLA 
Wellesley College

AGENDA & TOPICS: 

8:00–9:00  Coffee, Danish & Bee talk

9:00  WCBA President’s Welcome—Kathy deGraaf  

9:15–10:30   DR. REED JOHNSON (see bio sidebar to the right) 
Pesticides and Poisons in the Hive:  
An overview of bee toxicology—how bees are affected

10:30–12:00   DR. HEATHER MATILLA (see bio sidebar to the right) 
Effects of Bee Nutrition During Brood Rearing on  
Adult Performance and Learning

12:00-1:00   Lunch (Register for lunch using the form on page 7, or bring your own)

1:00–2:15     DR. REED JOHNSON 
Risks and Benefits of Bee Foraging in  
Both Urban and Agricultural Areas

2:15–3:30   DR. HEATHER MATILLA 
Does feeding pollen in the fall season help produce  
better winter bees?

3:30  Closing and Raffle

Meet our Guest Speakers: 
Reed M. Johnson, PhD. Reed got his  
start in research beekeeping while looking  
for a summer job in his hometown, Missoula,  
MT. He knocked on the door of Dr. Jerry 
Bromenshenk at the Univ. of MT, was 
offered employment, and was quickly 
drawn into the world of bees and their 
biology. Reed went on to receive a Ph.D. in  
Entomology from the Univ. of IL working  
with Dr. May Berenbaum where he was  
involved in the honey bee genome project.  
Reed then moved on to a post-doc position  
at the Univ. of NE with Dr. Marion Ellis where  
he explored drug interactions between 
miticides in bees. Reed is currently an  
Assoc. Professor in the Dept. of  Entomology  
at Ohio State Univ. He teaches two courses  
at Ohio State: one on the biology and 
practical aspects of beekeeping and other  
on pesticide toxicology and application.  
His research focuses on determining 
how bees are exposed to pesticides and 
measuring the effect that toxic exposure 
has on the health of honey bees with 
the goal of promoting bee health in the 
context of modern agriculture.  
Heather Rose Matilla, PhD. Heather’s 
research focuses on the mechanisms 
that create organization in social insect 
colonies using the honey bee as her 
subject. Honey bees serve as an important  
model organism for understanding how  
genetic and environmental influences 
can act on individuals to produce group-
level phenomena. Through field work 
and genetic studies, she has explored 
how and why genetic diversity within 
a honey bee colony—created naturally 
when queens mate with many males—
enhances the productivity of a colony’s 
foraging effort. Other research investigates  
how a queen produces pheromones to  
organize a swarm of thousands of bees as  
her colony reproduces by fission. Heather’s  
fondness for animals and her interest in  
their often strange strategies for success  
fuels the pleasure she gets from teaching  
three courses at Wellesley College. 
Because her research relies heavily on  
observing honey bees in the field, she 
spends her summer at the college working  
with student researchers on new studies.

SPENCER FAIR HELP NEEDED LABOR DAY WEEKEND!
August 30 – September 2, 2019  | 10:00 AM to 10:00 PM (Rain or Shine) 
We need help with all sorts of club activities! Our immediate need is for manning the 

WCBA Educational Booth at the Spencer Fair during Labor Day Weekend. This is a 

unique opportunity for our members to educate the public on the importance of Honey 

Bees in our community. There are also ongoing opportunities to help your club in many 

ways. Please get involved! 

To volunteer, contact Kathy deGraaf : (508)393-0140 or ehapiary@gmail.com
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The department will be open to accept entries from  
12:00 noon until 6:00 pm on Thursday, August 29, 2019. 

•  Exhibits may not be removed before 6 pm on Monday, and must  
be out by 8:30 pm. The Fair Association is not responsible for  
any loss or damage. 

•  A person shall not offer for exhibit any item not produced  
and/or prepared by the owner. 

•  An exhibitor shall make only one entry in a given class. 

•  Honey must be produced in Massachusetts. 

•  New classes may be added and judged, provided there are  
3 or more entries. 

•  Undesirable quality exhibits will not be accepted. 

•  Places will be awarded on basis of quality of exhibit and the  
decision of the judge will be final. 

•  No labels or identification on any entry until judged. 

Cooking 

•  Entries must be accompanied by the recipe as used,  
written on a 3x5 index card. 

•  Baked items in classes C1 through C-12 will be judged in  
two separate divisions (I and II). Bakers must specify which  
Division their baking item is to be entered in. 

•  Division I Class C entries: Sweetener to be used must be  
100% Honey; no sugar, white or brown or ingredients  
containing any type of sweetener other than honey. 

•  Division II Class C entries: Sweetener to be used must be a  
minimum of 50% honey; sugar, white or brown or ingredients  
containing any type of sweetener may be used. 

•  All entries to be covered with transparent wrap. 

•  If you wish, pies may be entered in pan in which they were baked. 

What the Judges Will Look For

•  Classes A-100 through A-105 & A-112 to be judged on appearance. 

•  Classes A-106 through A-110 to be in queen-line or gamber type jars. 

•  All honey to be in leak-proof, glass containers. 

•  Frames of honey must be in bee tight cases with transparent faces. 

•  Class F1 and F2 should be in a clear colorless glass 750ml bottle.

•  Class F3 shall be in a brown glass 12oz bottle.

Classes

A-100. Best two sections round comb honey. 
A-101. Best two sections square comb honey. 
A-102. Best two packages cut comb honey (4”sq). 
A-103a. Best shallow extracting frame of honey. 
A-103b. Best shallow cut comb frame of honey. 
A-104. Best medium extracting frame of honey. 
A-105. Best full depth frame of honey. 
A-106. Best two 1-lb. jars of light honey. 
A-107. Best two 1-lb. jars of light amber honey. 
A-108. Best two 1-lb. jars of amber honey. 
A-109. Best two 1-lb. jars of dark amber honey. 
A-110. Best two 1-lb. jars of dark honey. 
A-111. Best two 1-lb. jars of chunk honey. 
A-112. Best medium extracting frame of honey.
B-1. Articles made of beeswax. 
B-2. Best pair straight, plain, tapered, molded candles of pure beeswax. 
B-3. Best pair straight, plain, tapered, dipped candles of pure beeswax. 
B-111. Best pieces of beeswax, 2 lb. or more. 
C-1. Creamed honey. 
C-2. Crisp cookies (1 dozen). 
C-3. Soft cookies (1 dozen). 
C-4. Bars or brownies (1 dozen). 
C-5. Cakes (1 cake). 
C-6. Yeast bread (1 loaf). 
C-7. Yeast rolls (6 rolls). 
C-8. Fancy yeast breads (1 loaf). 
C-9. Quick breads (1 loaf). 

SPENCER FAIR | RULES & CLASSES

C-10. Candy (1/2 lb. or 12 pieces). 
C-11. Muffins (6). 
C-12. Pie (1 pie). 
D-1. Live bee exhibit. 
E-1. Crafts related to beekeeping. 
E-2. Gadgets related to beekeeping. 
F-1. Still Mead (1 bottle) 
F-2. Sparkling Mead (1 bottle) 
F-3. Beer made with honey (2 bottles)

WCBA Photography Contest–People’s Choice Award

Categories: 
•  Individual Photo: 1-5x7 beekeeping related photo mounted on an 

8x10 board (NO FRAMES)

•  Photo essay: 4 to 6 related pictures telling a beekeeping story 
mounted on a single board not to exceed 15x20.

All entries must be submitted August 29 (see rules at top left). 
Name and phone number must by on the back of each photo  
NO NAMES on the front of the photo. The photo contest is open to  
all WCBA members. You may submit photos in either category.  
Up to four entries may be submitted. 

People’s Choice Award will be determined based on the entries that  
receive the most votes by the public. Winners must consent to having 
their photo(s) published by WCBA in any/all appropriate publications.
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SATURDAY, OCTOBER 5 | All Day Conference–Lunch Reservation
Lunch menu: cold-cuts, rolls, salads, chips, dessert, water & soda 

$11.00 per person for lunch x  ________  Lunches Needed TOTAL ENCLOSED = $ _____________________

NAME ____________________________________________________________________________________________

STREET  __________________________________________________________________________________________

CITY, STATE ZIP  __________________________________________________________________________________

PHONE  __________________________________________________________________________________________

Your reservation payment should be received by September 28th. Make checks payable to WCBA and mail to:  
WCBA, P.O. Box 415, Northborough, MA 01532

The APIARY NEWS is published 

quarterly by the Worcester  

County Beekeepers Association 

for its members. Submissions are 

welcome and should be sent to:

Editor:

Charice Kalis

207 Lebanon Hill Road

Southbridge, MA 01550

cgkalis@verizon.net

MASSACHUSETTS BEEKEEPER’S ASSOCIATION FIELD DAY

WCBA MEMBER BENEFITS: Extractor Rental
Guidelines for renting WCBA extractors
1. You must have an up-to-date membership in the WCBA.

2. You must show a completed state inspection form for the current year.

3. The usage fee is $15–used for repairs on our club extractors and for purchase of new ones.

4. You must bring the extractor back CLEAN for the next person to use. To clean:

    a. First hose off thoroughly with COLD water to remove all honey, wax and propolis.

    b. Then wash with hot water and soap, and rinse.

    c. Finally use a 3% bleach solution to sterilize all surfaces (1/2 cup bleach + 1 gallon water).

    d. Drain thoroughly and let stand to dry.

5.  During the harvest season the extractors may be in high demand. Please return it promptly.

To rent a club extractor, please contact one of the following:

 Westborough–Scott Parker 508-366-9651

 Oxford–Norman Mercier 508-987-0947

 Westminster–Todd Pickett 978-257-7086

 Worcester–Mary Duane 508-335-0433

NOTICE:
Massachusetts Beekeepers, get your 2019 bee inspections by one of our state apiary inspectors (Ken Warchol in Worcester 

county or one of our other counties’ inspectors).

This is a great opportunity to watch an experienced inspector check your hive. Request up to 2 inspections by visiting the Mass 

Dept. of Agricultural Resources website at www.mass.gov/apiary-program-honey-bees. You will receive a call ahead of time 

to let you know which day to expect your inspection. Do not miss this opportunity—it is free. 

Call our Chief Inspector, Dr. Kim Skyrm at (857) 319-1020 if you have an issue registering online.



ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

Saturday | August 17, 2019
Outdoor Meeting (Bill and Karen Robinson’s, Grafton, MA)

Labor Day Weekend | August 30 - September 2, 2019
Spencer Fair (Spencer Fairgrounds, Spencer, MA)

Saturday | September 21, 2019
Last 2019 Outdoor Meeting (Foppema Orchard, Sutton, MA)

Saturday | October 5, 2019
All Day Conference  (Knights of Columbus, Leicester, MA)

DOES YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS 

NEED UPDATING?

If your membership is up-to-date 

but you are not receiving club 

emails (quarterly newsletters & 

important announcements),  

please contact our Membership  

Director, Angela Hogue, to  

update your email in our records.

save dateT
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Worcester County Beekeepers Association
c/o Kathy deGraaf
23 Edmunds Way
Northborough, MA 01532




